Effect of metastatic cancer on platelet monoamine oxidase activity and serotonin metabolism.
Platelet monoamine oxidase (MAO) activity and urinary excretion of 5-hydroxyindoleacetic acid (5-HIAA), serotonin, tyramine and tryptamine were measured in patients with a variety of metastatic cancers and in healthy control subjects. The patients with cancer had higher platelet MAO activity and lower urinary excretion of 5-HIAA, sertonin and tyramine than the healthy subjects. The urinary tryptamine excretion was not significantly different in the two groups. At the present time it is unclear if the alterations in platelet MAO activity and monoamine excretion are casually related.